[Anticancer agents targeting oncogene products].
Accumulating evidence indicates that the activation of cellular oncogenes is a cause of some human cancers. ErbB-1, erbB-2 and abl oncogenes encoding tyrosine kinases, ras oncogenes encoding GTP binding proteins and myc oncogenes whose functions are not well understood are some examples. Therefore, agents which inhibit the activity of these oncogene products may provide new means to overcome certain human tumors. Herbimycin A and tyrphostins have been found and developed as inhibitors of tyrosine kinases and the effectiveness of these agents against tumors of Ph1-positive leukemia (CML, ALL) or squamous cell carcinomas has been reported. Although specific inhibitors of ras or myc oncogene products have not yet been described, recent studies on the processing of Ras proteins toward the cell membrane provide a strategy to search for inhibitors of ras functions.